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understood by the boy-husband or the girl-wife, the
influence of conventionalism is so powerful that a few
words pronounced by the officiating priest prove abso-
lutely binding on both to the end of their days. Nor
can it be otherwise, As they advance in years, their
mutual love and affection cement the bond of union
that was so casually and capriciously formed. And
even where the individual tempers, dispositions, habits,
and ideas are irreconcilable, as is sometimes the case,
open rupture between the parties is very rare, if not
altogether impossible. In respectable families, in which
a husband is educated, and a wife not educated, and
moreover ill-tempered, a sense of honour and propriety,
which is shocked at the slightest whisper of scandal,
restrains the former from having recourse to a separation
from the latter, even if he were so disposed. Thus we
see the very difference in their characters and disposi-
tions gradually overcome. The law of divorce was not
known in the country before the English came into it.
The fear of scandal, even where there is sufficient
justification for it, suppresses everything at its incipient
stage." *

The following extract from a book written by a Hindu
lady on the duty of wives to their husbands is quite in
accordance with the teaching of their Scriptures, and
may be taken as a fair representation of the position of
the Hindu wife : " The husband is the wife's religion,
the wife's sole business, the wife's all-in-all. The wife
should meditate on her husband as Brahma. For her,
all pilgrimages should be concentrated on her husband's
feet The command of a husband is as obligatory as a
precept of the Vedas. To a chaste wife her husband
is her god. When the husband is pleased Brahma is

* "The Hindus as they are," p. 287.